
Please allow me to re-introduce myself. My name is Jeffrey Pergament and I am 60 years of age. I will
celebrate my 61st. birthday in March, 2012, if I live that long. I have a stent in my right coronary artery
and I take medicines to control how I work. I have scars, neuromuscular damage and paralysis in my
lower right leg and my upper left arm and shoulder. I was struck by a moving vehicle in October, 1966
when I was 15 years of age and as I type this, my left shoulder hurts me, muscles have atrophied and
nerve damage is evident. Pain is a constant companion. Inherently fatiguing, I have been sleepless in
Delaware County since mid-October; had my doctor visit on December 5th. and a new script was
provided ¤and now, using a 7-day transdermal opioid patch to offset chronic and constant
neuromuscular pain. I now can move my left arm and work at my easel and drawing tables.

I am an artist and designer and have earned income as an administrator in government and in
education and the arts, as well as in the design/build and hospitality industries. I specialize in the
adaptive reuse of existing places and historic preservation. Modern, post-Modern and art deco
themes are my preferences. Others have told me that my photography and film-making are my best
manifested talent. My work is available for world-wide viewing on YouTube and MySpace as well as
the IFC web site and Francis Coppola°s independent film-makers web site. I also posted examples of
my animated short films on facebook.

I paint, draw and write. Outstanding as I see it is my thesis on arts education, published in 1976 by the
NAEA and used as the basis for graduate workshops at Trinity College in Washington, DC. My article,
The Necessity for the Arts as a Primary Consideration in the Public Schools, called for a new priority
in arts education ¤equal to the 3 Rs, „reading, writing and ”rithmetic,» to establish the 4 Rs¤Reading,
wRiting, ”Rithmetic and ART. As we learn of today°s economic crises in our schools, we must review
the financing of all aspects of our education in America relative to our children. Our federal
government now funds public schools, charter schools and parochial schools. We have argued the
separation of church and state to a level of ignorance and stagnation to establish a status quo in
school funding. Our public schools are housed in archaic structures in our urban areas and there now
are distinct differences between urban, suburban and rural academic development inextricably linked
to facility infrastructure and anachronistic functional and technological capability. To continue to
ignore this capital component of public education in our urban core areas is detrimental to both
academic and fiduciary growth and development. This being said as the NJEA met in Atlantic City
yesterday (Nov. 10-11, 2011) in the wake of Governor Christie°s created funding mechanism for
additional charter schools with a mid-October 2011 deadline for application. As I review and revise
what I have typed this day in November, 2011, let us assess what has occurred as a result of this
NJEA convening in Atlantic City. Today as I type these exact words, it is Tuesday morning, 1/17/2012
at 12:59 AM EST.

In 1986, I resigned from Atlantic County Government as Administrator of Cultural & Heritage Affairs
after serving a nine-year public service tenure, and continued my consultant services in New Jersey
until 1990. VISUAL PHENOMENA FINE ART & DESIGN was created in April, 1986 and was
established in Linwood, NJ as a design services firm. I relocated to Key West, Florida in June, 1990
after my mom passed away in April. During my time in Key West, I designed and operated a variety of
hospitality venues including nightclubs and coffee shops and cafes. I also created various special
projects throughout South Florida. Widely recognized was my 1992 Cayo Hueso fundraiser
partnership with Jeffrey Levin for Hurricane Andrew°svictims ¤a niche ¤single mothers whose homes
were destroyed. We raised $10,000.00 in cash contributions during our concert event to provide baby
food, tampons and diapers to Homestead°s and South Miami°s single moms and their babies. We also



flew a variety of hard goods, toys and clothing to the Bahamas. I also created an interior lobby mural
for the Easter Seals administration building and services center in the Lower Keys. In late September,
1998 a hurricane, Hurricane Georges, struck Key West and put the island under water for 3 days ¤we
were walking in chest-deep water with fallen trees, waste and sewage trapped inside the reef to get to
dry areas of safety. The island°s rise above sea level is just 13».

Sitting with two friends on a concrete pad covering a cistern in the center of the island on the third day
following this hurricane as the sun shined and the sludge receded, I decided to take the ride
northward with one of these two friends, „Chef Bobby,» a serious beer drinkerwho was moving to
Baltimore, his hometown, to work instead of waiting for Key West to recover from the liquid damages
of Hurricane Georges. I convinced Bobby that Philadelphia was a short simple trip along US 1 from
Baltimore when I knew the actual travel time would be close to 4 hours!

Bobby and I haven°t spokento each other since that car ride from Key West, FL to Havertown, PA
along US 1 without tolls and a dead turtle in a cardboard box, 3 joints, one warm six-pack of cheap-
ass beer in a packed-to-the-gills tiny blue Chevy Geo and a very long silence. The Chevy Geo was
the merger between Chevrolet and Toyota ¤they took the first three letters from Toyota and the last
three letters from Chevrolet = TOYLET.

I actually arrived in Havertown on October 1, 1998 in a tank-top and cut-off jean shorts and I have
remained in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania since then. What had been planned to be a short
visit to see my newborn granddaughter has become a multi-year life-changing game plan that has
excluded any contact with my granddaughters. With only a few telephone discussions since I arrived
in Havertown in 1998, I learned of my daughter°s death this past summer. My daughter died on June
18, 20011 and was born on June 6, 1974. Her life was a very short life and I am left to manage my
emotions with my life and art. I am.

I initially drafted this document on Saturday, November 12, 2011. My grandmother would have been
112 this month had she lived past 1963. My mom would have been 89 this month had she lived past
1990. My daughter died last year, 2011, at age 37.

I now live with a small Shih Tzu named Ollie ¤he is approximately 10 years of age and seemingly very
healthy. I am disabled and live on a fixed monthly income and have health insurance. Each month is a
challenge. I manage my affairs as effectively as possible and have learned a new design for living that
I incorporate into my daily being. For more than eleven years this design has served as a foundation
for proper social interaction and mutually beneficial public discourse as well as in my personal affairs ¤
in all my affairs. I do not seek to harm or be harmed.

I recently created a calendar for 2012 which presents 13 different photographs of flowers that I took
with my digital cameras. The master sheets are at the printer°s.This calendar is available for $30.00
including shipping and all proceeds benefit the re-entry programs of Metropolitan Asset Development,
Inc. a nonprofit, tax-exempt corporation registered in Pennsylvania as a charitable organization.
Please visit www.assetdevelopment.org and www.Ex-Offenders.org to learn about this re-entry effort.
MAD, INC. has produced this calendar fundraiser since 2008 and featured my paintings as monthly
pin-ups. The 2012 calendar features my photographs of roses and orchids. I think these photos are
beautiful examples of my work. Please email me at finearts@visualjeff.com to order your 2012
calendar and also please visit www.visualjeff.com.

www.assetdevelopment.org
www.Ex-Offenders.org
finearts@visualjeff.com


I maintain a verified business PayPal account with my email address, fantasyarts@msn.com and
registered as VISUAL PHENOMENA FINE ART. Calendars can be paid from emailed invoice, directly
from PayPal or by check or money order. Please make all checks and money orders payable to MAD,
INC.

I also currently have on hand approximately 20 different acrylic paintings available for sale. I have one
(1) oil painting created on Belgian linen. If you have read this document and still are reading, I must
tell you that I have taken the liberty to consider you worthy of knowing this version of my story. I am
making any painting I now have in my studio or storage space available to you for the amazingly low
price of $300.00 each.

I also seek exhibition opportunities and artist representation. If you are in a position to offer this
service to me or of you can pass this onto someone you know who may be in such a position, please
contact me at your earliest convenience at finearts@visualjeff.com to discuss these opportunities.

Additionally, I have begun to assemble a book with a web-based publisher and I am including some
images of these sample works of mine for your review. Thank you for reading my mind.

Very truly,

Jeffrey W. Pergament
221 S. Oak Ave., 2B, Primos, PA 19018-2121
215-275-1438
www.comservinc.net
jwp@comservinc.net

FIRST DRAFT: 10:40 AM; 11/12/2011
REVISED: 1:38 AM; 1/17/2011

Oil painting, 36» x 36»;stretched Belgian linen Detail; oil pigments and oozed edges under masking tape, removed

‰2012 VISUAL PHENOMENA FINE ART

www.visualjeff.com

www.visualjeff.org

www.visualjeff.com
fantasyarts@msn.com
finearts@visualjeff.com
www.comservinc.net
jwp@comservinc.net
www.visualjeff.com


Current work in progress; acrylic and mixed media on canvas; 30» x 40» (started on June 6, 2011)
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